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Although not officially part of the Dorfli market,
the Rosenhof also features stalls, specifically
designated for arts and crafts.

Ever been crammed into an S-Bahn in Ziirich
during rush hour, unable to move? Yeah, that’s
about the average experience you will get at
this Christmas market. It’s still worth the visit,
trust me. First of all, it is the only market which
is covered by a roof and therefore the best one if
the Swiss winter is once again more rainy than
snowy. But be aware that it’s packed with peo-
ple right before Christmas and around rush hour.
Insider’s tip: Every year there is a stall that sells
amazing Gliihgin and Glihwhiskey as well as
the big Bernese stall that sells some amazing
Hamme (Ham) and Sausages from the Emmental
(as well as Cheese Duh).

Christmas Market @Europaalle

Located right next to HB, this Christmas market
is the place to go for a quick Gliihwein around
HB if you don’t want to deal with thousands of
other people. It has several large stalls where you
can even sit under a roof and enjoy your Gliih-
wein without the Swiss rain. In a way, it feels
like the little brother of the Christmas Market @
Sechseldutenplatz. But don’t be fooled by the
fact that it’s the little brother, the prices are also
quite high.

Honorable mention: Christmas Market @
Einsiedeln

Unfortunately, by the time you read this article,
you won’t have a chance to visit this Christmas
market because it’s only open for about a week
from the end of November into early December.
But if you get the chance to visit this Christmas
market next year, I’'m sure you will enjoy it if you
like some epic scenery, as the monastery of Ein-
siedeln is functioning as the backdrop for the
Christmas market. If you are there, try to get your
hands on some of the local pastries called Schaf-
bdcke which were first mentioned in Einsiedeln
in 1631.

Christmas Market @Sechseldutenplatz

Lastbutnot least, let’stalk about the bigone. The
market at Sechseldutenplatz is by far the biggest
of all the markets in Ziirich and by far the one you
will find the easiest to get rid of the money you
don’t actually have. From simple crépes to salm-
on burgers up to truffle pasta, there is something
for everyone (rich enough). Pro tip: Some of the
food stalls have a student discount for lunch in
case you really crave something but would love
to have it at a small discount. Don’t be surprised
if the price you end up paying is higher than the
one listed, because every single fork, spoon, cup,
etc. has a big deposit on it, which you can get
back at designated return stands. Be aware that
on cold and windy nights it can get quite chilly as
the market is right by the lake. B
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Recursive Islands

SELO - HAS ANEW ELEMENT ON HER BUCKET LIST

Imagine standing on an island surrounded by a
lake. On thisisland, there's yet another lake, and
within that lake lies anotherisland. This fascinat-
ing phenomenon called a recursive island, can
be found in the Philippines, specifically at Vulcan
Point. Its nested, fractal-like structure is a natu-
ral wonder, showcasing nature's ability to create
complex patterns that mirror recursion.

The nested structure of Vulcan Point begins with
Taal Lake, a massive freshwater lake situated on
Luzon, the largest island in the Philippines. From
its waters rises Taal Volcano, which is an active
volcano. Within the caldera of this volcano lies
the serene Main Crater Lake, a body of water
formed through volcanic activity. A caldera is a
large bowl-shaped depression that forms as a
result of the collapse of the summit area of a vol-
cano during a major eruption or series of erup-
tions. At the very center of the Main Crater Lake is
Vulcan Point, a small volcanic island that com-
pletes this extraordinary fourth-order landform.

Tourism at Vulcan Point is closely tied to the al-
lure of Taal Volcano and its surrounding area,
one of the Philippines' most popular attractions.
This unique destination offers a fascinating

blend of natural beauty and adventure. Visitors
to Taal Volcano often start their journey with a
boat ride across Taal Lake to reach the volcano’s
main island. Once on the island, many tourists
embark on hikes to the volcano’s crater to see
the Main Crater Lake. Guided tours are available,
offering insights into the geological history of the
area and opportunities to explore nearby trails.
For those who prefer a more relaxed experience,
the numerous viewpoints around Taal Lake pro-
vide panoramic vistas of the volcano and its nest-
ed structures, which are particularly enchanting
at sunrise or sunset.

Some visitors observe it from a distance, as navi-
gating the crater lake is not always safe. Since
Taal Volcano is active, periods of heightened vol-
canic activity often necessitate temporary clo-

sures. For example, the January 2020 eruption
led to a suspension of visits.

Despite its inaccessibility and the danger that
arises from the activity of Taal Volcano, the phe-
nomenon of these nested landforms draws inter-
est from around the world. Vulcan Point stands
as aremarkable reminder of nature's complexity.
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Top 10 Christmas Songs

NADINE ARENDT - DECORATED OVIS ON THE FIRST OF NOVEMBER WHILE
BLASTING CHRISTMAS SONGS

To me, Christmas is the feeling you
have when you’re staying wrapped up
in a blanket on your couch on a Sunday
while it’s snowing outside and smell-
ing like freshly baked cookies. Un-
fortunately, it’s hard to work on your
deadlines like this. So, the best way to
carry this feeling with you while you
have to study is to put on a cozy Christ-
mas playlist and ignore the people who
tell you it’s too early for that.

So here are my top 10 Christmas songs:

10 Last Christmas. Let’s start with one we all
know. Many people say that the song is bad be-
cause you’ve heard it a hundred times, but I'd ar-
gue that you can never listen to this one enough.

9 Oh Tannenbaum. Probably not one you want
to listen to while studying but rather sing during
a study break.

8 Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. How could
you not love the song that tells the story about
our favorite reindeer.

7 Zimetschtern han i gern. Objectively, proba-
bly not a very good song. But it’s one of the songs
that all kids here are singing in kindergarten and
holds good Christmas memories.

6 Snowman by Sia. If you’ve had enough of the
bells and would like something different, | can
recommend this one. A bit more on the melodra-
matic side.

5 Tubthumping by Chumbawamba. Techni-
cally not a Christmas song per se, but since every
college party during winter blasted that song, it
counts. Don’t tell me you don't see wasted stu-
dents with Santa hats drinking eggnog, when
you listen to this song.

4 Last Christmas. | guess that is an (un)popular
opinion. But have you ever wondered how to an-
noy a large group of people without offending
anyone? Just queue this song. Doesn’t matter if
it’s Easter or august. It has the same effect as say-
ing you liked Spock in Star Wars. Somehow, peo-
ple seem to find it very infuriating.

3 Feliz Navidad. | don’t know if it’s the easy lyrics
(a whole 19 different words in 3 minutes) or the
catchy bells, but somehow this song got even the
grumpiest Grinches in oVIS (yes, you Gamal) to
start singing along.

INTO THE SPIDER VERSE




2 Spidey-Bells. If you listen to just one song
from this list, let it be this one. And while you’re
already on it, just (re)watch Spiderverse.

1 Jingle Bell Rock. A perfectly balanced, very
Christmas-y song. Easy to listen to on repeat for
hours.

And now please put some headphones on and
get into that Christmas spirit!

Fat Man for President and
How Little Boy Learned to
Stop Worrying

JOHAN STETTLER - SPEND MANY HOURS WATCHING CUTE KITTEN VIDEOS TO COPE WITH LIFE.

Trigger Warning: The movie | am pre-
senting here is a satire about the Cold
War and is quite the product of its
time. Neither the movie nor this arti-
cle might be your cup of tea.

It is November 6, 2024. To me, it’s just an ordi-
nary Wednesday. | woke up, got myself a coffee,
went to university, and started playing chess on
my laptop to avoid working on my master’s the-
sis. After a few losses and my first win, | decided
to grab my well-deserved victory/break coffee in
the common room. People were staring at their
phones, devastated, commenting on the terri-
ble news—Trump just won the election...again.
They were painting a dark picture of a potential
World War I11, describing how one petty, childish,
sore loser might push the red button because
some "Dimitri" insults the tumbleweed thing on
his head. What an absurd scenario, but somehow
almost believable. People cope in different ways:
some hit the gym, others read fantasy books, and
some talk to loved ones. I’'m the type who dives
into comedy, especially the dark, sarcastic kind.
And that’s when | remembered the one movie
perfectly suited for the times, long overdue on
my watchlist: Dr. Strangelove, or: How | Learned
to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (1964) by
Stanley Kubrick.

Peter Sellers - George C. Scott

i« Staney Kubrick's

Dr. Strangelove

Or: How | Learned To Stop Worrying And Love The Bomb

e Stering Hayde
e Stanley Kubrick, Peter George & Terry:

Dr. Strangelove is a dark satire set during the
Cold War. In this fictional story, a rogue general
out of pure paranoia orders a full-scale nuclear
strike against the Soviet Union. Most of the mov-
ie unfolds in the War Room of the U.S. President,
where he and his highest-ranking officers debate
the situation and attempt to devise solutions for
this international crisis. Kubrick employs dark
comedy to critique Cold War paranoia, military
bureaucracy, and the dangerous absurdities of
nuclear brinkmanship. The film’s humour arises
from its exaggerated portrayals of military lead-
ers and politicians, who find themselves power-
less in the face of both their own bureaucratic
systems and personal biases. This satirical ap-
proach underscores the absurdity of the arms
race and questions the notion of “rational”
decision-making in matters of global security. It
holds up as both a hilarious and sobering explo-
ration of Cold War anxieties and the potential for
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human error in high-stakes decision-making.

Texan Boy riding a nuclear bomb - Yeeeehaaaa!

The movie is often regarded as one of the best in
cinema history, and | agree with that sentiment.
It's the work of Stanley Kubrick, a filmmaker
known for his attention to detail and unique ap-
proach to storytelling. Kubrick’s direction creates
a world that feels both strangely humorous and
unsettlingly real. Then there’s the remarkable
performance of Peter Sellers, who plays not one,
but three distinct roles. | won’t spoil which ones.
You should try guessing which, and you will be
impressed by his acting skills. At least | was.
And of course, the humour is perfect. It’s subtle,
smart, and never over the top. “Gentlemen, you
can't fight in here! This is the War Room!” is just
one of many lines coming out of nowhere.

The film remains watchable today—it doesn’t
feel too slow or outdated—though some aspects
haven’t aged as well. One notable issue is the
portrayal of women: there’s only one female
character, who is the secretary of one of the
generals, and her role is reduced to a love affair.
Additionally, while the film attempts to criticize
both the U.S. government and the Soviet Union,
it seems to be somewhat more racist towards
Russians in my opinion. The true centrepiece of
the film, however, is Dr. Strangelove himself, a

former Nazi scientist with controversial and ex-
treme world-views, which might not sit well with
every viewer.

That aside, | really enjoyed the movie; | haven’t
laughed this hard in years. It’'s a masterpiece,
and one of Kubrick’s films that | didn’t need to
watch a dozen explanation videos to fully un-
derstand. In my opinion, the humour is spot-on,
and it works effectively as a sobering exploration
of Cold War anxieties. After watching Dr. Stran-
gelove, | realized that the fear of nuclear war,
though still present, isn’t as pervasive as it once
was. The film made me appreciate the relative
stability of the modern world, even with its ongo-
ing political instability. It’s a film that feels just as
relevant today asit did in the 1960s, and one that
will continue to provoke thought and laughter

for generations to come.
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Anki is Cheating

MARK CSURGAY

Quizlet is that tool you use to efficiently cram
in flashcards just before your French test, right?
From very early on in school, | had teachers
recommend Quizlet for French and tell us to
study for 15 minutes every day. I, knowing |
could compensate my French grade with math,
obviously didn't bother. To nobody's surprise,
| was and still am bad at French. But what |
took from all that was that flashcard apps are
pointless. Who even studies with flashcards?

Fast-forward three years, and | am 150 days
deep, tapping through my digital flashcards, 10
minutes on average per day. Must have lost my
mind somewhere in those three years it seems.
Maybe ETH has something to do with that.

In my first years of my bachelor's, | continued
my old habits of cramming in all the information
before the exam. The only difference to matura
being, hereitwasafewweeksinadvance, instead
of just hours or days. Third year comes around,
and while talking about the inner workings of the
good ol' computer during a lunch in the better
mensa, | realize I've forgotten so many of the
cool terms I'd learned in my first-year systems
course. Detrimental. | study for half my 20s and
in the end, | forget all the cool things | crammed
in for the exams? | needed a solution.

Over the years, I've often overheard people
using Anki and simply brushed it off as another
flashcard app for nerds. Especially with the
amount my Anki-addicted friends hustled
through it, it looked like so much pain and
was confused why anyone would ever hurt
themselves like that. After settling with the fact
that I'm also a nerd and having an upcoming
exam that required a lot of learning by heart, |
gave Anki a chance. Oh boy did that spark a new
world!

The first thing you see when using Anki, apart
from the trashy-looking Qt Ul, is the system
with how cards are evaluated. Coming from
only knowing Quizlet, which has a basic "Right"
or "Wrong" for flashcards [1], | was quickly
immersed in Anki's system.

Anki in its basic form is just a simple flashcard
app. Your cards have two sides. You are first
shown the front side and upon tapping you see
the otherside of the card. You are then given four
buttons: "Again", "Hard", "Good", or "Easy". It's
up to you to determine how well you knew the
card. Everyone has their own special system they
follow, but the "standard" way is that you tap
"Again" if you didn't know the answer, "Hard"
if you knew the answer but it took some time,
"Good" if you knew the answer well, and "Easy"
if the answer was so obvious you're wondering
why you even made this card.

i
v _a

Itisall based onthe concept of spaced repetition.
Basically, you learn the most effectively for the
long term if you see a card just before you're
about to forget it. And the duration between
seeing the same card again almost doubles every
time. The first time you tap "Good", it'll show
again in one day, then two, four, and before you
know it the card is spaced months away. | can
recommend reading more about how spaced
repetition works. It's basically magic.

My first deck was one | got from somebody else,
but | quickly learned that making your own
decks is where the main strength of Anki comes
to light. Usually, all | do for lectures is read
through the slides or script, and for anything |
deem important to know | clap into Anki. Simple
shortcuts like Ctrl+N for selecting the card type
and Ctrl+Enter for adding the card really help
here. Akey ingredient | always go with is to make
my cards very small and bite-sized. I'd rather tap
through 20 small cards each taking 5 seconds
than 20 each making me think and write down
something for a minute straight. | got places to
be. My toilet breaks already take long enough
because of Anki, no need to make them so long |

won't be able to walk for days.

Very early on, | noticed that Anki is like cheating.
You want to remember something with as little
effort as possible? Just make a small Anki card
out of it and eventually, you'll know it by heart.
| knew that anything | put into Anki, no matter
how small, Anki will eventually get me to know
the card by heart. Eventual consistency or
something.

It was also in these early days when | started
adding random things to Anki that had nothing
to do with ETH. | felt like learning countries and
flags, so | just downloaded an Anki deck and
went through those. | had terminal commands
| wanted to remember and clapped those in.
When | saw a word | didn't know, | threw it in.
Random languages | wanted to learn? -> Anki.
Everything | wanted to know long-term landed in
Anki. It was so low effort, but so effective, which
was so golden for my lazy ass. | could quickly
throw in cards and on my morning train ride, |
quickly studied everything for 10 minutes.

The magic of Anki is that anything you put in,
you will eventually learn. It is very ineffective
for learning things short-term, but for retaining
information across months, it is the most
effective system | have stumbled upon in all my
wise years of traversing the web.

There are quite a few things I've added and used
that | feel make the Anki experience just so much
better. The number in the parentheses is the
add-on ID if you want to try it.

23
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FSRS (Free Spaced Repetition Scheduler)
(759844606): For new Anki users it won't make
much sense, but for Anki veterans, this is a must-
have. It uses your history to make a scheduler
that is suited just for you. It will reduce the
amount of cards you review and instead show
you the cards you need to look at. New cards on
which you instantly did "Good" twice will show
up a lot further down the line than cards you
struggled to remember and had to press "Hard"
a few times.

Clozeoverlapperplugin (1784155610): Clozes
on a line basis and is extremely customizable.
Lists are the enemy of Anki, but sometimes you
just have to learn them. This is perfect for that.

Image Occlusion (1374772155): This is
an add-on | often use to cheat and be lazy. |
sometimes take pictures of some slides and just
draw boxes around everything | feel like | should
learn.

Clozes: Allows you to make cloze (Liickentext)
cards. Helps break down big cards where the
context might be helpful.

You are a nerd, embrace it, download Anki.
[1] I haven't looked at Quizlet in years. So no

shade at them, maybe they have a better system

now.

Last Christmas Dinner

Because those heavy, cholesterol-packed holiday specials usually leave you in a food coma

PASCAL - IS OFTEN UNFAIRLY LABELED A PICKY EATER, BUT WILL PROVE YOU WRONG

In Switzerland, the season often centers around
family meals like Fondue Chinoise or Raclette.
Elsewhere, holiday dinner may include roasted
turkey, glazed ham, or other extravagant meals.
But for broke students, far from home — whether
studying abroad or escaping the chaos of family
gatherings — holiday cheer can come from
creative, budget-friendly Christmas specials
offered by local eateries. Here’s a tour of some
festive bites I’'ve had the chance to savorin recent
years — some more enjoyable than others.

London: "X-Mas Burger"

London’s burger scene really gets into the
holiday spirit, with creations that bring an entire
Christmas dinner between two buns. Picture a
turkey patty topped with melted brie, cranberry
sauce, crispy stuffing, and drizzled with rich
gravy. Add sweet potato fries on the side, and
you’ve got a portable holiday feast you won’t
soon forget.

Napoli: "It's a Wonderful Slice"
Joke aside; tradition dictates that Italians

would rather forgo Christmas than mess with
pizza’s sacred recipe. However, outside Italy,

chefs embrace the spirit of experimentation.
Christmas-inspired pizzas are topped with stuff
like shredded turkey, cranberry compote, confit
duck, pomegranate seeds, smoked cheese, and/
or chestnut créme fraiche. One bite of such an
unholy yet glorious creation, and you’re sold.

Berlin: "Santa’s Loaded Currywurst"

What might sound like the title of a "quirky"
holiday movie actually features a juicy sausage
soaked in plum sauce, with hints of cinnamon,
paired with golden fries dusted in smoked
paprika. Even as someone who’s not usually a
fan of curry, | was surprised by how well these
holiday flavors worked. Es schmeckt gar nicht so
schlecht!

Somewhere in Asia: "Festive Ramen"

I’ve never been to there, but friends rave about
ramen so here we go. Festive ramen features
chicken broth, tender slices of roast duck, and
garnishes like green onions and pomegranate
seeds for a festive touch. Even as a non-ramen
enthusiast, I'd say this sounds like a could-try.

Amsterdam: "Christmas Loaded Fries"

The Dutch take their fries seriously, and during
the holidays, they go all out. Imagine crispy fries
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topped with gooey melted cheese, tender pulled
pork, tangy cranberry relish, and crispy fried
onions. It’s indulgent, messy, and sure to leave

you wanting more.

Strasbourg: "Winter Crépe Delight"

Sweet crépes already feel festive, but
Strasbourg’s holiday markets take them to new
heights. Think chestnut cream, candied orange
peel, caramelized hazelnuts, and a dusting of
powdered sugar. Pair it with mulled wine, and
you’ve found the pinnacle of festive indulgence
— though your sugar levels might disagree.

Dublin: "Just Guinness"

Speaking of indulgence, the Irish have perfected
the ultimate holiday hack: Guinness. Three
pints of this rich, dark beer feel like a hearty
meal in themselves (and after that, you should
grab something to drink). Honestly, Guinness
always gives me a warm, Christmasy vibe — food
optional.

New York: "Candy Cane Bagel"

Bagel shops in the Big Apple know how to get
colorful, and during the holidays, you’ll find
candy cane-striped cinnamon bagels stuffed
with baked-apple-sprinkle-cream-cheese. It’s
festive, fun, and a sugary overload — exactly
what the season calls for.

Prague: "Strudelnick Wonderland"

Prague’s iconic Trdelnik (chimney cake) gets a
Christmas makeover at this time of year. These
doughy, cinnamon-sugar treats are stuffed with
spiced apple compote, warm caramel, and
topped with whipped cream. It’s a festive dessert
that feels as magical as a holiday fairytale.

While some might stick to traditional holiday
feasts, why not skip the formalities? Grab a
napkin, dig into the spirit of the season, and
enjoy wherever you happen to be!

Bjorn's Christmas Algorithm

In the frozen Arctic, where snowflakes fell like
lines of code in the wind, lived Bjérn, an ice bear
with furas white as the snow around him. Despite
the endless beauty of the icy world, Bjorn felt a
deep loneliness, especially during Christmas.
The other animals, like the seals and penguins,
were busy with their families, celebrating the
season in warmth. Bjorn wandered the vast, cold
land, wishing for someone to share the holiday
with—someone who could understand him and
the silence of the snowy expanse.

On Christmas Eve, as the northern lights flickered
across the sky like a brilliant algorithm, Bjorn sat
on a frozen cliff, his breath misting in the cold
air. “I wish for a friend this Christmas, someone
to share this season with, someone who
understands me like a well-written program,”
he whispered into the wind. Just then, a snow
fox named Lumi appeared, her fur glowing like
pixels on a screen. “I heard your wish,” she said,
her eyes twinkling like binary stars. “I’'m here to
be your friend.”

Lumi explained that she was like a deep learning
model—trained to recognize patterns of
loneliness, ready to offer companionship when
it was needed most. Together, they decided to
create something special, blending technology
with the beauty of the Arctic. Lumi, with hersharp
coding skills, taught Bjorn how to write fractal
equations to generate digital snowflakes. Bjorn,

with his natural sense of symmetry and design,
helped refine the patterns so that the snowflakes
mirrored the real ones falling gently from the sky.
As they worked side by side, they marveled at the
precision of their creation, realizing that just like
writing code, the best results in life came from
collaboration.

As they continued to work into the night, Bjorn
no longer felt the weight of isolation. By the
time the first light of Christmas morning bathed
the frozen world in soft pinks and golds, the
two friends had created a breathtaking digital
snowflake display that sparkled beneath the
shimmering aurora. But more than the beauty
of the snowflakes, it was the warmth of their
friendship that filled the night with magic.

Under the vast Arctic sky, Bjorn and Lumi sat
together, watching the northern lights dance
above them like an endless loop of beauty.
They shared one final Christmas wish: that no
matter how complex or vast the algorithm of life
may seem, there’s always room for connection,
collaboration, and the magic of true friendship.
And with that, Bjorn knew his wish had been
granted—not by magic, but by the power of an
unexpected companion who had brightened
his Christmas in a way he never could have
imagined.



Bye Bye VISIONEN

BJORN - SNUGLY WHITE BEAR DO BE CHILLIN’ IN OVIS

Dear VISIONEN reader,

This is in fact the very last VISIONEN we deliver
to you...unless you opt into our subscription
list, then nothing changes. Unfortunately, it’s no
longer within our budget to distribute VISIONEN
to everyone by default. But don’t worry—we’re
not going anywhere! We’ll continue to keep you
informed about the VIS, share the latest gossip

from university politics, offer tips and tricks for
everyday student life, and entertain you with .
random stories—good ones and not-so-good

ones.

From now on, VISIONEN will primarily be
available online on the VIS website. We'll still
print a limited number of copies for the common
room for those craving a physical copy. Feel free
to yoink a copy there.

Ifyou’re looking for a bit of study-life balance and
want to unleash your creativity, consider joining
us! Writing for VISIONEN is not only fun, but also
a great way to improve your writing skills. Plus,
there’s nothing quite like seeing your creative

TO SUB TO VISIONEN

I wish you all the best for the future, good luck ABONNENTEN_\’IS_ETHZ.CH

with your exams, and enjoy the holidays!
Your beloved VIS mascot
Bjorn
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